
 

BOOKS AND REVIEWS FOR PEOPLE IN THE DISPLAY 

 
1:  Betty Pack 
 

THE LAST GOODNIGHT: A WORLD WAR II STORY OF ESPIONAGE, ADVENTURE, AND BETRAYAL 
This is a riveting biography of Betty Pack, the dazzling American debutante who became an Allied spy during WWII and was 
hailed by OSS chief general "Wild Bill" Donovan as "the greatest unsung heroine of the war".  Betty Pack was charming, 
beautiful, and intelligent - and she knew it. As an agent for Britain's MI6 and then America's OSS during World War II, these 
qualities proved crucial to her success.  This is the remarkable story of this "Mata Hari from Minnesota" (Time) and the 
passions that ruled her tempestuous life - a life filled with dangerous liaisons and death-defying missions vital to the Allied 
victory.  
 

For decades much of Betty's career working for MI6 and the OSS remained classified. Through access to recently unclassified 
files, Howard Blum discovers the truth about the attractive blond, codenamed "Cynthia", who seduced diplomats and military 
attachés across the globe in exchange for ciphers and secrets; cracked embassy safes to steal codes; and obtained the Polish 
notebooks that proved key to Alan Turing's success with Operation Ultra.  
 

Beneath Betty's cool, professional determination, Blum reveals a troubled woman conflicted by the very traits that made her 
successful: her lack of deep emotional connections and her readiness to risk everything. The Last Goodnight is a mesmerizing, 
provocative, and moving portrait of an exceptional heroine whose undaunted courage helped to save the world. 
 

2:  Betty White 
 

MY LITTLE GOLDEN BOOK ABOUT BETTY WHITE 
 

The Little Golden Book biography about America's First Lady of Television, Betty White is the perfect introduction to 
nonfiction for preschoolers!  This book about Betty White--television star, comedian, animal lover, and game show competitor-
-is a celebration of the beloved woman! A great read-aloud for young girls and boys--as well as their parents and grandparents 
who grew up watching Betty on The Mary Tyler Moore Show and The Golden Girls.  
 
BETTY WHITE: THE FIRST 90 YEARS 

 

Betty White: The First 90 Years takes a fan-based look at one of America's most loved and most endearing stars and if the first 
nine decades of her life are any indication there is a lot of fun still to come. Look inside and roam Betty’s roles from her snarky, 
unforgettable appearances as Sue Ann Nivens on the ground-breaking Mary Tyler Moore Show to her naïve air-head Rose 
Nylund, one fourth of the mega-hit sitcom, The Golden Girls. A whole new generation of fans know Betty only from her 
appearances on Saturday Night Live, Boston Legal, Hot in Cleveland, or her scene-stealing ways on the big screen, 
including Lake Placid and The Proposal. Betty Whites career spans from the very start of television to the phenomena now 
known as social media. Inside you will find all the facts you would ever want to have to stump some of her younger fans who 
think they have just discovered Betty. Mixed in with the significant accomplishments of this TV pioneer are a lot of laughs and 
fun memories from her literally thousands of hours of TV appearances. Whether it is Sue Ann Nivens how to get the man 
advice, to one of Rose Nylunds St. Olaf stories, you will enjoy spending time with the last of America’s truly Golden Girls! 
 

3:  Clementine Wamariya 
 

THE GIRL WHO SMILED BEADS 
 

Clemantine Wamariya was six years old when her mother and father began to speak in whispers, when neighbors began to 
disappear, and when she heard the loud, ugly sounds her brother said were thunder. In 1994, she and her fifteen-year-old 
sister, Claire, fled the Rwandan massacre and spent the next six years migrating through seven African countries, searching for 
safety—perpetually hungry, imprisoned and abused, enduring and escaping refugee camps, finding unexpected kindness, 
witnessing inhuman cruelty. They did not know whether their parents were dead or alive.  
 

When Clemantine was twelve, she and her sister were granted refugee status in the United States; there, in Chicago, their lives 
diverged. Though their bond remained unbreakable, Claire, who had for so long protected and provided for Clemantine, was a 
single mother struggling to make ends meet, while Clemantine was taken in by a family who raised her as their own. She 
seemed to live the American dream: attending private school, taking up cheerleading, and, ultimately, graduating from Yale. 
Yet the years of being treated as less than human, of going hungry and seeing death, could not be erased. She felt at the same 
time six years old and one hundred years old.  
 



In The Girl Who Smiled Beads, Clemantine provokes us to look beyond the label of “victim” and recognize the power of the 
imagination to transcend even the most profound injuries and aftershocks. Devastating yet beautiful, and bracingly original, it 
is a powerful testament to her commitment to constructing a life on her own terms. 
 
  



4:  Jennie Finch 
 

THROW LIKE A GIRL: HOW TO DREAM BIG & BELIEVE IN YOURSELF (06/24/2018) 
 

The evidence is overwhelming: sports help girls grow into strong women. Both scientific studies and anecdotal evidence confirm that 

athletic girls not only grow up to be healthier; they learn teamwork, gain inner confidence, and grow into society's leaders. Sports help 

preteen and teenage girls make the right choices in a society that is sending them incredibly mixed messages about who they are 

supposed to be. Yet no one is speaking directly to these girls. Jennie fills the role of girlfriend, big sister, team captain, and mentor. A 

smart, credible, and accomplished voice from an athlete who is strong and feminine, fiercely competitive, and fashionably cool, Jennie 

is someone young women will listen to and take to heart. Jennie's message: Believe in yourself. Go for it, girls. 
 

5:  Jin Xing 
 

SHANGHAI TANGO 
 

This unusual memoir describes how China's foremost male ballet dancer (and colonel in the People's Army) underwent 
China's first sex-change operation and became the Shanghai Ballet's prima ballerina. This book is suitable for fans of "Running 
with Scissors"; "Self-Made Man", and fans of "Transamerica". Fans of ballet and modern dance. Anyone interested in gender 
issues, and in Chinese culture and customs. Jin Xing is a former prima ballerina, one of the brightest stars of the Shanghai 
Ballet. But her journey to international fame has been fraught with difficulty because Jin Xing was in fact born a man. From an 
early age she was intensely uncomfortable with her gender. Unable to understand or put words to her feelings, she immersed 
herself in ballet dancing, her first love. Aged 9, she joined the People's Liberation Army, where she received both dance and 
military training and attained the rank of colonel. The curtains opened on a new act in her life when, at the age of 19, she 
received a scholarship to study dance in New York. It was there that she discovered for the first time that it was possible to 
change sex. In an instant, what had been the province of dreams became a real opportunity. She took the courageous decision 
to return to China to face the authorities, quit the army, and confront the world with her decision to become a woman. As 
dramatic, graceful and deeply felt as a pas de deux, "Shanghai Tango" is a deeply personal and inspiring account of growing up 
in a body that feels alien and of braving pioneering surgery in communist China. 
 

6:  Lydia Cacho 
 

INFAMY: HOW ONE WOMAN BROUGHT AN INTERNATIONAL SEX TRAFFICKING RING TO JUSTICE 
In 2005, after publishing her book “The Demons of Eden, where she denounced the very powerful men behind the Mexican 
child pornography ring, Lydia Cacho became a target. Exactly eight months after the publication of the book, one morning as 
she was making her way to work, Lydia was apprehended by the police from the neighboring state of Puebla, and taken into 
custody during a nightmarish 24 hours during which she was tortured, intimidated and abused. In this chilling memoir, 
comparable to Ayaan Hirsi Ali's Infidel, Lydia tells her story and exposes the horrific ways in which women, and young girls in 
particular, are abused then disposed of, while an oftentimes corrupt government simply sits and watches. 
 

7:  Lynn HIll 
 

CLIMBING FREE: MY LIFE IN THE VERTICAL WORLD 
 

From the age of thirteen when she began climbing, it was clear Lynn Hill had an unusual gift. Before long she was arguably the 
best rock climber in the world, establishing routes so bold and difficult that few others could follow. And in 1994, Lynn 
succeeded on a climb that no one―man or woman―has been able to repeat: the first "free ascent" of the Nose on Yosemite's El  
Capitan, which means that she climbed 3,000 feet of vertical granite without using gear to aid her ascent―and all in under 
twenty-three hours. In Climbing Free Hill describes her famous climb and meditates on how she harnesses the strength and 
the courage to push herself to such extremes. She tells of her near-fatal 80-foot fall, her youth as a stunt artist for Hollywood, 
her friendships with climbing's most colorful personalities, and the tragedies and triumphs of her life in the vertical world. 
More than merely a story of adventure, this book stands out as a genuine, singular account of a life richly and boldly lived. 
 

8:  Maria Tallchief 
 

MARIA TALLCHIEF: AMERICA’S PRIMA BALLERINA 
 

A fascinating self-portrait of the fairy-tale life of a woman who understood that a committed talent could transform the world 
around her. "Maria Tallchief and American ballet came of age in the same moment.... Her story will always be the story of ballet 
conquering America. It was and is an American romance."-Arlene Croce, The New Yorker 
 

WHO WAS MARIA TALLCHIEF? 
 

Born in 1925, Maria Tallchief spent part of her childhood on an Osage reservation in Oklahoma. With the support of her family 
and world-renowned choreographer George Balanchine, she rose to the top of her art form to become America's first prima 
ballerina. Black-and-white illustrations provide visual sidebars to the history of ballet while taking readers through the life of 
this amazing dancer. 
 

  



9:  Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
 

I DISSENT 
 

Get to know celebrated Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg—in the first picture book about her life—as she proves 
that disagreeing does not make you disagreeable! Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has spent a lifetime disagreeing: 
disagreeing with inequality, arguing against unfair treatment, and standing up for what’s right for people everywhere. This 
biographical picture book about the Notorious RBG, tells the justice’s story through the lens of her many famous dissents, or 
disagreements. 
 

THE RGB WAY: SECRETS OF RUTH BADER GINSBURG’S SUCCESS (WOMEN IN POWER SERIES) 
Given her incredible tenure as a Supreme Court justice as well as her monumental impact on the modern women’s rights 
movement, Ruth Bader Ginsburg has become one of the most prominent political leaders of today. To complement her judicial 
significance, she has also become one of the most culturally popular political figures in U.S. history. Not only has her workout 
routine gone viral (and been detailed in a book by her trainer), but RBG’s story has been featured in multiple critically 
acclaimed films.   Organized into three parts and then broken down into more specific chapters within each part, The RBG 
Way offers wisdom from Justice Ginsburg, based on comments she has made on particular topics of importance. Insight is 
offered on subjects such as women’s rights, creating lasting partnerships, overcoming hardship, how to be brave, and how to 
create lasting change. Rebecca Gibian offers her seasoned journalistic perspective to shed light on beliefs that RBG holds 
strongly, in a manner that is both comprehensive and accessible. 
 

10:  Sojourner Truth 
 

SOJOURNER TRUTH: A LIFE, A SYMBOL 
 

A monumental biography of one of the most important black women of the nineteenth century. 
Sojourner Truth first gained prominence at an 1851 Akron, Ohio, women's rights conference, saying, "Dat man over dar say dat 
woman needs to be helped into carriages, and lifted over ditches. . . . Nobody eber helps me into carriages, or ober mud-
puddles . . . and ar'n't I a woman?" Sojourner Truth: ex-slave and fiery abolitionist, figure of imposing physique, riveting 
preacher and spellbinding singer who dazzled listeners with her wit and originality. Straight-talking and unsentimental, Truth 
became a national symbol for strong black women--indeed, for all strong women. Like Harriet Tubman and Frederick 
Douglass, she is regarded as a radical of immense and enduring influence; yet, unlike them, what is remembered of her 
consists more of myth than of personality. Now, in a masterful blend of scholarship and sympathetic understanding, eminent 
black historian Nell Irvin Painter goes beyond the myths, words, and photographs to uncover the life of a complex woman who 
was born into slavery and died a legend. Inspired by religion, Truth transformed herself from a domestic servant named 
Isabella into an itinerant pentecostal preacher; her words of empowerment have inspired black women and poor people the 
world over to this day. As an abolitionist and a feminist, Truth defied the notion that slaves were male and women were white, 
expounding a fact that still bears repeating: among blacks there are women; among women, there are blacks. No one who 
heard her speak ever forgot Sojourner Truth, the power and pathos of her voice, and the intelligence of her message. No one 
who reads Painter's groundbreaking biography will forget this landmark figure and the story of her courageous life.  
 

MY NAME IS TRUTH: THE LIFE OF SOJOURNER TRUTH 
 

The remarkable true story of how former slave Isabella Baumfree transformed herself into the preacher and orator Sojourner 
Truth, an iconic figure of the abolitionist and women's rights movements. Written in the fiery and eloquent voice of Sojourner 
Truth herself, My Name Is Truth will captivate readers just as Sojourner's passionate words enthralled her listeners. 
The text by acclaimed author Ann Turner and the paintings from award-winning illustrator James Ransome underwent expert 
review by two historians of the period. This beautifully illustrated and impeccably researched picture book biography includes 
a detailed historical note and a list of suggested supplemental reading materials. 
 

11:  Temple Grandin 
 

VOICE FOR THE VOICELESS 
 

Since Temple Grandin's life story was told in the 15x Emmy-nominated film Temple Grandin, and since her heartwarming 
speech at the award ceremony, she has become one of the world's most well-known members of its community.  In this 
fascinating biography, Annette Wood delves deep into Grandin's life from childhood to adulthood. Wood tells of the trials and 
tribulations of the icon: What difficulties Grandin struggled with and how she's become a hero for the autistic community. She 
also tells what Temple has done since the movie came out, where she is today, what kind of difference she's made, and what 
her future holds.  For the 22 million people worldwide afflicted by autism and the countless friends and family members who 
support them, this brilliant portrait presents an up-close look at the disorder and renewed hope for what the future could 
bring for those on all levels of the spectrum. 
 

  



12:  Zaha Hadid 
 

BUILDING ZAHA: THE STORY OF ARCHITECT AZHA HADID 
 

An inspiring picture book biography about British Iraqi architect Zaha Hadid, who was a pioneer in her field against all odds,  
The city of Baghdad was full of thinkers, artists, and scientists, the littlest among them Zaha Hadid. Zaha knew from a young 
age that she wanted to be an architect. She set goals for herself and followed them against all odds. A woman in a man's world, 
and a person of color in a white field, Zaha was met with resistance at every turn. When critics called her a diva and claimed 
her ideas were unbuildable, she didn't let their judgments stop her from setting goals and achieving them one by one, finding 
innovative ways to build projects that became famous the world over. She persisted, she followed her dreams, and she 
succeeded. 
 

THE WORLD IS NOT A RECTANGLE: A PROTRAIT OF ARCHITECT AZHA HADID (06/29/2018) 
 

Get to know Zaha Hadid in this nonfiction picture book about the famed architect’s life and her triumph over adversity. Zaha 
Hadid grew up in Baghdad, Iraq, and dreamed of designing her own cities. After studying architecture in London, she opened 
her own studio and started designing buildings. But as a Muslim woman, Hadid faced many obstacles. Determined to succeed, 
she worked hard for many years, and achieved her goals—and now you can see the buildings Hadid has designed all over the 
world. 
 

ZAHA HADID. COMPLETE WORKS 1979 - TODAY 
 

Zaha Hadid was a revolutionary architect. For years, she was widely acclaimed and won numerous prizes despite building  

practically nothing. Some even said her work was simply impossible to build. Yet, during the latter years of her life, Hadid’s 
daring visions became a reality, bringing a new and unique architectural language to cities and structures such as the Port 
House in Antwerp, the Al Janoub Stadium near Doha, Qatar, and the spectacular new airport terminal in Beijing. 
 

By her untimely death in 2016, Hadid was firmly established among architecture’s finest elite, working on projects in Europe, 
China, the Middle East, and the United States. She was the first female architect to win both the Pritzker Prize for architecture 
and the prestigious RIBA Royal Gold Medal, with her long-time Partner Patrik Schumacher now the leader of Zaha Hadid 
Architects and in charge of many new projects. 
 

Based on the massive TASCHEN monograph, this book is now available in an extensively updated and accessible edition 
covering Hadid’s complete works, including ongoing projects. With abundant photographs, in-depth sketches, and Hadid’s own 
drawings, the volume traces the evolution of her career, spanning not only her most pioneering buildings but also the 
furniture and interior designs that were integrated into her unique, and distinctly 21st-century, universe. 
 
 
 


